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tant hay crop. Cattle are the principal sufferers. Horses do not seem to be affected by eating moldy sweet-clover hay that has killed cattle. Sheep also are thought not to be injured seriously by spoiled sweet-clover hay. Cows under three years of age are most likely to become sick from this disease. Its occurrence in older animals is rare. Cattle begin to show symptoms in three to six weeks after they are given the spoiled hay,
Symptoms of sweet-clover poisoning
The first symptom noticed is stiffness in one or more limbs. The animal moves with some difficulty. The next change is the appearance of swellings anywhere on the body. These may be very small or they may be as big as a doubled fist. The lameness and swellings might cause this disease to be confused with blackleg. It should be remembered that the blackleg swelling is merely an air pocket and crackles as the hand is passed over it. The swellings in sweet-clover poisoning are doughy and filled with blood. They might be termed blood-blisters.
The cause of death in sweet-clover poisoning is that the animal actually bleeds to death under the skin and in and between the layers of muscles. The hemorrhages are found all through the body. Bleeding from the nose is sometimes described. The nature of the disease is such that the blood becomes very thin and watery. Sometimes the number of the red corpuscles usually present in the blood is reduced as much as 50 per cent. With this thinning of the blood, it also loses its power to clot. A cow with any sort of a wound at this time easily bleeds to death. The affected cows do not have any rise in temperature. It is often below normal. The appetite usually remains good. The pulse speeds up to such an extent that the beat of the heart can sometimes be heard several feet from the sick animal.
If the carcass of a dead animal is opened, extensive hemorrhages or bleeding places may be found in many areas under the skin and in the muscles. Sometimes collections of blood